
A. Health Care:  (Please answer by checking the box)

The financial imperatives transforming the health care industry increasingly undermine the ability of clinicians to make health care decisions based strictly on the needs of their patients.  This includes a pervasive practice by hospital corporations not to have on shift at all times a sufficient number of registered nurses taking care of patients, a practice which is dangerous for patients and studies show increases morbidity and mortality rates among hospital patients.  Another manifestation of this problem is that Maryland has the longest emergency room wait times in the country, according to the US federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services; one clear cause of this is understaffing in the ERs and other units of the hospitals. What steps would you pursue to protect and improve the quality of patient care in county hospitals and clinics? *I am a strong proponent for the education, training &  accountability. We have to ensure everyone understands and is capable to perform what is expected of the them; in accordance with the industry best practices. Do you support mandatory, minimum nurse-to-patient ratios in acute-care hospitals? *I do support mandatory, minimum nurse-to-patient ratios.in acute-care hospital.   Do you support measures to limit unsafe, premature discharges of patients or transfers from acute care hospitals to nursing homes or other sub-acute facilities?  *Absolutely, safeguards need to be in place to ensure that every patient receives the best service. . Do you support legislation to enact new protections for hospital patients warehoused in “observation status” with fewer protections accorded other patients? *I am supportive of this concept. 

D. Transportation:  (Please provide your response on a separate sheet).

1. Going into WMATA's FY2019 budget season, politicians, community groups, labor, and business groups have weighed in on the dedicated funding debate. If you are elected, what would you propose to provide WMATA dedicated funding, and how would you navigate the politics of the situation and unite the jurisdictions around your proposal?
*The Maryland General Assembly is addressing the item as I write this response. The House of Delegates has voted in $150million/year. The Senate has voted close to I believe $160million/year. The Conference Committee will result in somewhere between the two Bill amounts. 

2. In the last few months, there have been several major safety concerns that have been raised publicly? 
*In Annapolis over the last 4-years, there has been establish a Metro Work Group that has done tremendous work, particularly ensuring that all members of the General Assembly is abreast of all safety concerns. 

3. In addition, how would you work with labor to help tackle the larger issue of establishing a safety culture at WMATA and solving some of the recent safety issues, like operator assault, that have been brought to the forefront?
[bookmark: _GoBack]*I stand committed to work alongside ATU Local 689 to establish a safety culture at WMATA; including legislation, such as the bill that is working its way through the General Assembly regarding operator assault. 

4. With the recent revelation that WMATA and ATU Local 689 have reached an impasse in negotiations due to their inability to agree regarding the employee's defined benefit pension, many politicians and advocates for privatization have tried to make a case for lowering "labor costs" by eliminating hard earned, very basic worker protections. How would you champion worker protections and change the narrative surrounding "labor costs" and defined benefit pension costs?
*It does not surprise me that there are some who support privatization; it is typical of those who wish to defer responsibility. I am committed to work alongside ATU Local 689 to protect what has been collectively bargained in good faith, including the entire benefits package; esp the defined pension plan. 

5. In the last six months, there has been a lot of discussion surrounding the possibility of the establishment of a federal control board to run WMATA. If that happened, the possibility of eliminating legally binding labor contracts would become a reality, endangering thousands of workers. What are your thoughts regarding the takeover of a federal control board and would you be open to adding a labor seat to the WMATA Board?
*There no need for a federal control board take-over. WMATA has the expertise to address all their concerns. The challenge has been the lack of appreciation for the subject matter expertise of the men & women who service and operate the system. 

E. Bail Reform:  (Please provide your response on a separate sheet).

Under the current money bail system, judges in Maryland typically set financial conditions of release, with little consideration as to whether the defendant can meet them. Defendants must then either pay the court or a commercial bail bondsman to get out of jail. Those who can’t afford bond often remain incarcerated until their cases go to trial, sometimes for periods of weeks or longer.

1. Maryland’s highest court approved key changes to the state’s bail system, setting into motion a reform designed to keep defendants from languishing in jail before trial simply because they’re poor, do you support Bail Reform Efforts?
*Absolutely! But, we cannot stop there. Our judicial system, while the best in the world, has challenges regarding our treatment of the poor, and people of color, that can no longer be ignored. I have been very fortunate to have serve in the law enforcement community since 1988 and have seen the challenges first-hand. I am now doubly-blessed to be in a position to work with the true stakeholders to address such challenges. 
